
W(AACL) 

Michael A. Ayele  

P.O.Box 20438 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

E-mail: waacl13@gmail.com ; waacl1313@gmail.com ; waacl42913@gmail.com  

 

Request for Fee Waiver and Expedited Processing 

 

The Department of Justice (Office of Information Policy) defines a “perfected” FOIA request as 

a request for records which adequately describes the records sought, which has been received by 

the FOIA office of the agency or agency component in possession of the records, and for which 

there is no remaining question about the payment of applicable fees.i The Association for the 

Advancement of Civil Liberties (AACL) is an incorporated non-governmental organization. As 

it’s Founding Member, I, W (Michael A. Ayele) had previously been informed that forms 1023, 

2848, 5578, 5768 and SS4 were filed with the Internal Revenue Services (IRS) and that the 

AACL had been conferred 501(c)(4) status. The AACL is EEO compliant. It does not 

discriminate on the basis of gender, race, national origin, religious affiliation, sexual orientation 

or any other attribute the other may associate themselves with.ii The AACL does not represent in 

any way the views of the executive, judicial and legislative branches of the U.S government. I, 

W (Michael A. Ayele) am a member of the general public: I am a representative of the media. iii 

The other has mentioned my YouTube channel on numerous occasions to me between January 

2016 until May 20th 2016. iv I, W have contributed several articles v on the Huffington Post.vi The 

AACL is mainly engaged in disseminating information within the meaning of the statute 5 U.S.C 

§ 552 (a)(6)(E)(v)(II). Obtaining information about government activity, analyzing that 

information, and widely publishing and disseminating information to the press and public are 

critical and substantial components of the AACL work.vii The records requested are not sought 

for commercial purposes and I, W plan to disseminate the information disclosed as a result of 

this request to the public at no cost. These records are urgently needed to inform the public about 

actual or alleged government activity. It is my opinion, that the AACL has satisfied the 

requirements for expedited processing of this request. The AACL requests a waiver document 

search, review, and duplication fees on the grounds that disclosure of the requested records is in 

the public interest and because disclosure is “likely to contribute significantly to public 

understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the 

commercial interest of the requester.” 5 U.S.C § 552 (a)(4)(A)(iii). The AACL requests a waiver 

of search fees on the grounds that the AACL qualifies as a “representative of the news media” 

and the records are not sought for commercial use. 5 U.S.C  § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II). Given the 

ongoing attention of the AACL to the issues presented, it is the opinion of the AACL that the 

records sought will significantly contribute to public understanding of an issue of profound 

public importance. City of Baltimore v Burke? Project on Military Procurement v Dept of Navy? 

The AACL is not filing this request to further its commercial interest. As previously mentioned, 

any information disclosed by the AACL as a result of this FOIA request will be available to the 

public at no cost. Thus a fee waiver would fulfill Congress’s legislative intent in amending the 
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FOIA. Has Congress not amended FOIA to ensure that it be liberally construed in favor of 

waivers for noncommercial requesters? Judicial Watch, Inc v Rossotti? Eudey v CIA? Does 

burden for justifying nondisclosure fall upon the agency who is in receipt of a request for 

records? Petroleum Inf. Corp v U.S Dept of Interior?  
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